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Seal – a valuable game species

Project duration: 2022-2023

Aim: To share knowledge about handling the seal, from shooting to handling, and 

to develop collaboration between hunters and fishermen.

Activities:

• Arrange courses in hunting, tanning, butchery and cooking

• Arrange meetings between fishermen and hunters to promote collaboration

• Information archive (films, digitise reports, final seminar)



Hunting courses and
meetings between
fishermen and hunters
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- in Ostrobothnia October 2022
- greater interest than expected
in the courses, both experienced
and young hunters

- culinary inspiration



Hunting collaboration
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Swedish hunters, Finnish hunters and 
fishermen  hunting together in 
Ostrobothnia/Finland June 2023

- knowledge exchange important

- motivational, high value



Seal meat workshop
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• In Ostrobothnia in june 2023

• There is a genuine interest in seal
meat by professional smokers, 
experienced hunters and their
partners and new hunters



Digitising of books produced in EU funded projects
2005-2006
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Digitised cook book – seal in the modern kitchen
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Production of educational videos

Tanning
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Tanning

Production of educational videos



Educational videos
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Hunting, butchery
and cooking



Seals are valuable game species
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• Seals are valued game among hunters, there is potential to increase
interest in seal hunting on a small scale

• With the trade ban coastal communities have lost a sustainable resource, 
interest for hunting is reduced, and with increasing seal populations fish
catches are decreasing - coastal fishermen are retiring.

→ Seals have become an increasingly problematic resource

→ From a resource to a pest / problem waste

→ A need for change
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